
  

 
 
 

President’s Message 

  Step Up—Your Club Needs You 
–Tanya Grove 
 

When I accepted the role of club president, it was because my colleagues on   
the board had done their part and, being responsible board members, wanted   
to ensure that the club was left in good hands before they stepped down. So they 
recruited Barry Boland to be secretary, Gurnam Brard to be treasurer, and me. I 
really wanted Kymberlie Ingalls to stay on the board, so I twisted her arm to be 
vice president. To find program chairs required a lot of coaxing. We were lucky 
that a few folks stuck around in their posts so that we didn’t have to find some-
one to fill every spot when I came on board. Thank you, Debby Frisch, Kathleen 
Orosco, and Linda Brown for that. And special thanks to Madelen Lontiong for 
staying on as co-treasurer. 
 
You may wonder why there were no elections. I suspect if elections had been 
held, nobody would have run. I have to admit I never would have run for an 
office. I was perfectly happy attending meetings, listening to speakers, taking 
advantage of the critique groups, reading Write Angles, going to the holiday 
luncheon, and enjoying the annual picnic. I figured that I paid my dues like 
everyone else, and that’s what membership entailed. 
 
I was wrong. When I first joined CWC, Al Levenson was president. Charming, 
savvy, and engaging, Al could talk you into doing something before you knew 
you’d volunteered. Before I left that first picnic, I was in charge of planning the 
next holiday luncheon. Before you knew it, Al was taking off for a cross-country 
adven-ture, and I became the newsletter editor, where I attended board meet-
ings as a nonvoting member. That’s when I observed the inner workings of the 
club. And what I saw were hardworking folks doing their best to make CWC-BB 
the best it could be. There’s so much to do! 
 
In the next few months, the board will be looking for members to take on 
leadership roles to keep the club going. Specifically, we need a communications 
director (what we used to call PR), a secretary, a workshop chair, and a treas-
urer. These are important jobs, but they don’t require too much time. And 
current board members are ready and willing to help new board members learn 
the ropes, so you won’t feel lost if you accept a new position. 
 
So please consider stepping up to the plate. Remember: the club is what you 
make it. 
 

 
 

The Berkeley Branch meets on the third Sunday of each month (except July, August, and December) at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Bradley C. Walters Community Room of the Main Library in Oakland at 125 14th Street (View Map). 

 Enter on Madison Street. 
 

Free street parking is available, and it is a short walk from the Lake Merritt BART station.
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4/15 Extended Deadline–5th 

Grade Story Contest 
 
4/21 Meeting–Speaker: Lloyd 

Lofthouse –You Can Get 
Published 

 
5/19 Meeting–Speaker: Julia 

Flynn Siler 
 
6/16 Meeting–Speaker: Kristen 

Caven & Louise Hart 
 
7/20 CWC Annual Picnic 
 
7/21 Jack London Award 

Banquet 
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April Speaker 

 You Can Be Published 
–David Baker 
 

Need help getting your writing into print? Lloyd Lofthouse, our 
featured speaker for the April 21 meeting, is a good person to ask for 
advice. A past president of CWC’s Berkeley Branch, he helped launch 
our marketing group and has mentored fellow writers interested in 
self-publishing.  
 
Lloyd’s own self-published work has attracted recognition. His short 
story, “A Night at the ‘Well of Purity,’” was a finalist in the 2007 
Chicago Literary Awards. That same year, his first novel, My Splendid 
Concubine, earned honorable mentions in general fiction from several 
book festivals.  
 
According to Midwest Book Review Online, My Splendid Concubine is “packed cover to cover with 
intriguing characters and plot, a must read for historical fiction fans and a fine addition to any 
collection of the genre.” A judge for the 2008 Writer’s Digest Self Published Book Awards called the 
novel “a fascinating illumination of nineteenth-century Chinese culture.” The sequel, Our Hart, Elegy 
for a Concubine, gained further honorable mentions and was a finalist in the National Best Books 2012 
Awards. More mentions came Lloyd’s way in 2012, when he combined the two works and released The 
Concubine Saga. Currently, he’s revising and preparing to publish Running with the Enemy, a novel 
based on his experience as a Marine in Vietnam. 
 
After his military service, Lloyd earned a BA in journalism, attended the UCLA writing program for 
several years, completed graduate work at Cal Poly Pomona, and later earned an MFA in writing. In 
1999 he married Anchee Min, who introduced him to China and to the importance of Robert Hart 
(1835–1911). A British consular official who helped modernize the Middle Kingdom but hid his private 
life, Hart became the main character in Lloyd’s books. 
 
Self-publishing will be our focus at the April meeting. But let’s not miss the opportunity to ask about 
portraying other cultures and pursuing shadows in the past. 
 

 
 

 
Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don't matter 
and those who matter don't mind.  

– Dr. Seuss 
US author & illustrator (1904 –1991) 

 

 
 
 

The CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB is a 501(c) (3) educational nonprofit. dedicated to educating 
members and the public-at-large in the craft of writing and in the marketing of their work.  

 
Be sure to check our website: www.cwc-berkeley.org.
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Poetry Page FEATURED POET: Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
 
–Alysa Chadow 
 

(EDITOR’S NOTE: In honor of 
National Poetry Month and 
his 94th birthday in March, 
this month’s Featured Poet is 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti.) 
 

 
 
If one poet could be associated with free expression, 
1960s liberalism, and San Francisco’s more radical 
side, that figure would have to be Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti (1919- ). 
 
Ferlinghetti’s life reads something like one of the 
many novels he either read or championed. Born in 
New York to an Italian immigrant father and a mother 
of French, Portuguese, and Sephardic Jewish descent, 
Ferlinghetti was orphaned immediately after birth.  
His father had died six months before he was born, 
and his mother was committed to an insane asylum 
shortly after bringing him into the world.  
 
Ferlinghetti was raised by a maternal aunt who took 
him to France for the first four years of his life. 
French was his first language. After returning to      
the United States, he was eventually raised by the 
daughter of Sarah Lawrence College’s founder and  
her (the daughter’s) husband.  
 
Ferlinghetti earned a BA in Journalism from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, an MA in 
English Literature from Columbia University (thanks  
to the GI Bill), and a PhD from the Sorbonne.  
 
Ferlinghetti and his family moved to San Francisco in 
1953 and established City Lights Books in 1955. Both 
he and Allen Ginsburg were put on trial for obscenity 
in 1957, when Ferlinghetti published Howl and Other 
Poems. The two men were acquitted, and the case set 
a precedent for First Amendment rights. City Lights 
Books remains a San Francisco landmark and a symbol 
for the Beat Poets who had their works published 
there. 
 
“Constantly Risking Absurdity (Number 15)” is from A 
Coney Island of the Mind, which was published in 1958 
and continues to be one of the most popular poetry 
collections ever written. 
 
 
 

 
Constantly Risking Absurdity (#15) 
 
           
Constantly risking absurdity  
  and death  

   whenever he performs  

          above the heads  

               of his audience  

 the poet like an acrobat  

         climbs on rime  

           to a high wire of his own making  

and balancing on eyebeams  

          above a sea of faces  

    paces his way  

        to the other side of day  

 performing entrechats  

        and sleight-of-foot tricks  

and other high theatrics  

        and all without mistaking  

      any thing  

        for what it may not be  
 

  For he's the super realist  

          who must perforce perceive  

     taut truth  

 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti 

from A Coney Island of the Mind 
  

(Go to www.poetryfoundation.org for the rest of the poem.) 
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Pen Points  
 A Gathering of Writers: Voices in the West 
 
–Karren Elsbernd 
 

Before California’s statehood, writers were only a scattering in the West. 
They were among the men and women newly arriving, moving from gold 
rush camps through mountains and into valleys, or arriving in seaports, 
some settling or often just passing through. By 1850, it was the state’s 
numerous newspapers that gave the writer both a job and a publisher for 
his stories. Two of those writers passing through who found stories here 
were Mark Twain [Write Angles cover 2/2011] and Ambrose Bierce [Write 
Angles cover 9/2009]. 
 
But in July 1868 the writer acquired another voice in the West. California now had its first long-lasting 
literary journal, with Bret Harte [Write Angles cover 6/2010] as its first editor. The Overland Monthly 
would struggle and survive until 1935. The magazine soon required the additional assistance of poets 
Charles W. Stoddard and Ina Coolbrith [Write Angles cover 5/2010] to co-edit. Editors would change over 
its long lifetime, but it survived those early years with a young Milicent Washburn Shinn [Write Angles 
cover 10/2011], who gave the magazine a new life in 1882 by performing every task to keep the 
impoverished publication alive for another twelve years. 
 
In the library where I worked, a complete run of the sixty-seven years of this journal existed in the rare- 
book room. The opportunity to use this great resource for its historical information written in the voice of 
those living then was a wonderful experience. Local artists had become illustrators too, like Charles Nahl, 
who depicted miners and grizzly-bear hunting. And William Keith’s landscapes enhanced the spirit of the 
“outwest” written words. It was all there in this journal—an early gathering of California writers in print, 
this long literary who’s who of those living and writing in this young state. 

 

Excerpt of “California” from Songs from the Golden Gate: 

California 
 
Was in the wind, or the soft sigh of leaves,  
Or sound of singing waters? Lo, I looked,  
And saw the silvery ripples of the brook,  
The fruit upon the hills, the waving trees,  
And mellow fields of harvest; saw the Gate 
Burn in the sunset; the thin thread of mist 
Creep white across the Saucelito hills;  
Till the day darkened down the ocean rim,  
The sunset purple slipped from Tamalpais,  
And bay and sky were bright with sudden stars. 
 

–Ina Coolbrith 
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Central Board Profiles, Part II 
 

–Linda Brown 
 

Allene Symons, a founding member of both the Long Beach and Orange County branches, designed the 
All-Branch Brochure when she coordinated the CWC’s previous booths at the Los Angeles Festival of 
Books. That brochure has been so helpful to me locally. I use it to explain the CWC to guests and 
prospective members at our meetings and when I staff a table display on behalf of the Club or the 
Friends of Joaquin Miller Park, a board on which I represent the Central Board (CB). You can use this 
brochure as an easy reference to plan a trip and visit other branches. 
 
Allene Symons has been a member of CWC for 12 years. Her writing life includes two traditionally 
published books and editorial positions at magazines, including seven years as a senior editor for 
Publishers Weekly. She currently teaches communications and media studies at Santa Ana College,    
where all the newspaper students use the software (InDesign) that Allene uses to create the attached  
CWC all-branch brochure. Last year I learned from Allene that the term “journalism” is obsolete. Today, 
schools use the terms “communications and media.” Allene’s website is www.allenesymons.com. 
 

You can see the brochure below and on the next page. 
 

(Central Board Profiles continued on page 6) 
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  (Central Board Profiles continued from page 5) 

 
Ray Malus, CB representative from the San Fernando Branch, designed and donated the Member 
Record Management System (MRMS) that all CWC branches now use.  MRMS saves all the member-
ship chairs time and makes it easier for board members and committee chairs to contact their 
counterparts across the state, or “cross-fertilize,” as Ray says. Branch members can use the peer 
lists. If you need help using MRMS, contact our membership chair, Kristen Caven, 
kbc@littlepig.com.  
 
Ray also writes for the theatre. When I decided to try turning my yet-to-be-published book into a 
screenplay, networking with Ray resulted in his giving me a lead to this free software,  
http://celtx.en.softonic.com. He also has a wicked website. Check out www.roadrunner.com. 
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Monthly Writers’ Contest  
 

May’s Monthly Writing Contest theme is telling the story of a photograph. “An image is worth a thousand 
words” but in this case, 450 words or fewer. 
 
All submissions will be judged according to interpretation of the theme, originality, and creativity. 
Please send to writeangles@gmail .com no later than April 15 with “monthly writers’ contest” in the 
subject line. 
 
Good Luck!  

 
 

 
This month’s winner of our writing contest is Sasha Futran. Congratulations, Sasha! 
(See next page for her winning entry.) 
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Electrified 
 
– Sasha Futran 
 

The restaurant is trendy and bright. Giant ferns dot the room 
and full tables, and conversations occupy all the between 
spaces. I’m grateful that Larry has excused himself, call of 
nature and all that, and I can whisper to Jerry, “What’s an 
audition tape? 
 
“Don’t worry about it,” he says. 
 
“But—” 
 
“Don’t worry, you’ll be fine,” he says. “We’ll handle it.” 
 
And so I found myself going from print to hosting a live radio program, and with that, leaping into 
political activism. 
 
It all started with my electric typewriter. While on a tight deadline, the typewriter developed a 
short. Frantic calls produced access to my boyfriend’s cubicle and typewriter at the right-wing   
radio station where he worked. That, however, provided more deadline distractions. I simply 
couldn’t resist eavesdropping on the ninny in the next cubicle as she tried to book then-President 
Carter for her talk show. Her starting point was calling information for the number to the White 
House. If that wasn’t ridiculous enough, we were in Atlanta, Georgia. Surely she knew someone who 
knew someone who . . . 
 
Then the program director invited Jerry to lunch, and I was the tag-along who had never spoken into 
a microphone and had now been invited to provide an audition tape for a daily talk show with 
listener call-ins. 
 
Just weeks later, I was working at the station as the token woman and liberal. I found myself deal-
ing with nothing but right-wing fanatics, including those who called in to my show. I discovered that 
words spoken out loud could not be edited away, so I wrote the introduction to all my programs and 
then adlibbed from my script. I always had a list of questions for guests and notes for nuanced 
responses to what quickly became predictable conspiracy theories. 
 
It also wasn’t long before I started thinking seriously of family history, Hitler, my grandfather’s 
murder, and bearing the weight of his name. I went from writing about gynecological self-
examinations (it was the seventies) to trying to convince an audience that socialism was the route to 
take. 
 
Despite our gaping political differences, the audience liked me. I’ll never know whether I ever 
changed a single mind on a single issue. However, that station was my rebirth . . . and not the born-
again version so popular with my listeners. 
 
From that point, social issues were what occupied my writing and talking as well as my extra-
curricular activities. Did my words effect change? Who knows, but they’re the only tool I have. 
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Pub Bytes 

 Keeping Curiosity Alive 
– NL Fix 
 

Curiosity is the unquenchable urge for the unknown; 
Serendipity, the interpretation of curious findings;  
Epiphany, the sudden realization that curiosity and serendipity are the   
essence of knowledge 
 

 
It wasn’t until I’d spent years abroad and endless hours in libraries and years photographing different 
corners of the globe that I realized I had an overactive curiosity. I pondered the options. I could get a 
doctor’s prescription and sedate it, join an online group of voyeurs, purchase several Apple apps and 
suffocate it, or take the road less traveled and pursue my curious tangents. 
 
The latter is what I did recently when I visited the California Historical Society in downtown San 
Francisco. I wandered into the building and sat down to listen to a charming book talk by Andrew Lam, 
author of  Birds of Paradise Lost. His talk was witty, brazenly honest, and edgy. He was speaking about 
his first work of fiction after years working as a journalist and essayist, primarily in the Vietnamese and 
French languages. His previous books had concentrated on immigrant narratives and the personal strug-
gles of people coming to the US without connections, education, or even the English language. He was 
embarking on a new journey of imagination—his first book of fiction. As I listened to him speak, I knew 
that he had followed his sense of linguistic curiosity and discovered himself in the process. 
 
I glanced around the room and realized the California Historical Society was an untapped yet bountiful 
resource for writers and researchers. It has a comprehensive repository of all things California, with 
collections on California natural and social landscapes, immigration data, paintings and photographs, 
industrial periodicals, community artifacts, and costumes. I had serendipitously stumbled across an 
invaluable writing resource. 
 
On another day, I detoured downtown, ending up on Castro Street and was fortuitously handed a free 
ticket to the CAAMFEST festival. The cavernous theatre was full of excited and rowdy festival fans 
primed to see a film adapted from Salmon Rushdie’s Booker Prize–winning novel, Midnight’s Children. 
The film was interwoven with scenes of war, romance, liberation, revenge, and family dysfunction, all 
stemming from a single act of babies being switched shortly after birth. Rushdie’s brand of historical 
storytelling, magical realism, and provocative characters came to life on the screen in Dolby sound and 
in Sony color. Watching the film stimulated my curiosity to read and learn the sophisticated techniques 
and style that enable him to bring characters, mystical events, and imaginative themes to life with the 
brush of the pen. 
 
In order to keep curiosity alive, my epiphany is to explore the detours, discover new territories, and 
listen to refreshing new voices.  

 
 

 
 

Did you know that Write Angles is now up on our website www.cwc-berkeley.org?  
And if you’ve missed past issues, you can find them on Scribd at this link: 
http://www.scribd.com/search?query=cwc.berkeley+Write+Angles  
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Member News 
 

Berkeley Branch members are encouraged to send us 
writing-related news. Please write “Member News” in 
the subject line and send to Anne at writefox@aol.com 
no later than the 15th of the month. 
 

Linda Brown will MC the celebration of National 
Poetry Month at the Montclair Branch Library on 
Tuesday, April 16, 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Read-
ings by local poets, including Alysa Chadow, will 
be followed by an open mic. No advance sign-up 
is necessary. 1687 Mountain Blvd., Oakland CA 
94611. (510) 482-7810 See map: Google Maps 
 
Alon Shalev’s second YA epic fantasy novel, The 
First Decree (Wycaan Master Book 2), was pub-
lished by Tourmaline Books. More details at 
http://www.elfwriter.com/ 
  
Therese Pipe's selected color photo images, 
sponsored by El Cerrito Art Association, are at 
the El Cerrito Community Center entrance 
wall, March 15-April 30: "Reflections and Images 
from Travel to Eastern Canada and the Bay 
Area." Some printed on Japanese paper.  
tpipeln@jps.net . 
  
In February, Therese assisted with logistics 
for Visiting Professor Greg Patmore of the 
University of Sydney Business School, Aus-
tralia, to continue his research at the Berkeley 
History Center on the Consumers Cooperative of 
Berkeley archives, to interview Co-op activists, 
and to present a talk in the Berkeley Historical 
Society Speaker Series, "Rochdale Consumer Co-
operatives: Berkeley and Beyond."  
  
From last fall, Therese has assisted a new Elder 
Voices monthly program at the North Berkeley 
Senior Center, presenting a featured elder 
speaker or performer, then Open Mic. She is the 
Oral History Working Group acting facilitator. 
 
Kristen Caven's Renaissance Woman poster from 
the end of her memoir, Perfectly Revolting, was 
supposed to be used as set decoration in the 
current Tina Fey/Paul Rudd movie Admission, but 
see her Redroom blog for what happened. 
(http://redroom.com/member/kristen-caven) 
 

Charlotte Cook will present a seven-meeting 
workshop, “Start Your Writing Life,” at Pied-
mont Adult School on Mondays, April 3 to May 20, 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. PAS phone: 510-594-2655. 
www.piedmontadultschool.org 
 

 
Lucille Bellucci surveys prizes on the raffle table at       
a recent meeting. Photo courtesy of Lynne Fix. 
 

Lucille Bellucci will give 95 copies of her Meow’s 
Way to the East Bay (Oakland) SPCA to offer as 
donations. Regarding her other writing, Lucille’s 
short story, “Yemanja” is on pixelhose.com 
/facebook/ 
 
Risa Nye’s essay, “Sunnyside Up in Panzano,” 
appears in Not Your Mother’s Book . . . on Travel. 
Book release date 3/26/13. www.publishing 
syndicate.com/  
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Marketplace  
 

Berkeley Branch members are welcome to advertise their 
writing-related services. Please write “Marketplace” in 
the subject line and send to Anne at write fox@aol.com 
no later than the 15th of the month.  
 

 
Volunteer of the Month Alon Shalev was recognized for his 
service at our March meeting. Photo courtesy of Lynne Fix. 

 
 

 
 
Charlotte Cook offers story editing, prepublish-
ing services, and workshops for writers of fiction, 
creative nonfiction, and screenplays. Also availa-
ble is office/retreat space for classes and meet-
ings. www.adapting sideways.com or charlotte 
@adaptingsideways.com. 
 
Tatjana Greiner offers developmental editing for 
all genres of fiction and nonfiction. Email her at 
workshop @mac.com. More information at: 
http://tatjanagreinerwordshop.com.  
 
Anne Fox, Write Angles copyeditor, offers copy-
editing services for all levels of fiction and non-
fiction. References available. writefox@aol.com  
 
Thomas Burchfield offers editing and proof-
reading services for fiction and nonfiction books 
by CWC Berkeley members. For details, visit his 
webpage, e-mail him at tbdeluxe@sbcglobal.net, 
or call 510-817-4432. 
 
 
 
 
 

Berkeley Branch Officers    
(Updated March 2013)  

President Tanya Grove 

Vice President Kymberlie Ingalls 

Secretary OPEN 

Treasurers Gurnam Brard & Madelen Lontiong 

Delegate Central Board Linda Brown 

Delegate NorCal Kathleen Orosco 

Membership Chair Kristen Caven 

New Member Orientation Barbara Gilvar 

Volunteer Recognition Madelen Lontiong 

Advertising & Public Relations OPEN 

Write Angles editor Tanya Grove  

Copyeditor Anne Fox 

Technology Advisor Kristen Caven 

 

Web Master Kristen Caven/Cowgirl Creative 

Speaker Chair David Sawle 

Workshop Chair OPEN 

Fifth-Grade Story Contest Debby Frisch 

Book Raffle Lucille Bellucci 

Marketing Success Group Alon Shalev 

Social Media Kymberlie Ingalls, Lynn Fraley & Kristen Caven 

Critique Groups 

5-Page Support/Critique Group David Baker & Anne Fox 

Novelists Jill Perry 

16 Eyes Bruce Shigeura 

Kiddie Lit-ers Debby Frisch 

Middle Grade/YA Walter Price 
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Authors and Writers! 

Join us for our 10th Annual 

Pitch-O-Rama 
MEET-THE-AGENTS, EDITORS, and PUBLISHERS 

Saturday, April 13th, 2013 • 8:00 am – 12:30 pm 

Swiss Louis Restaurant Pier 39, San Francisco 

$60 WNBA member, $70 non-member, or $75 at the door 

(Continental Breakfast Included) 

Free Pre-Pitch Session from 8:00 – 9:00 am 

Space is limited (we sold out last year) – REGISTER SOON! 

Register and pay online at www.wnba-sfchapter.org or mail your check made out to: 
WNBA-SF Chapter, 4061 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552 

Small Press Publishers Panel & Luncheon: 12:30 – 2:00 pm 

with Brooke Warner of She Writes Press and Brenda Knight of Cleis Press & Viva Editions 

$35.00 Menu selections on our website 

Stay for lunch to rub elbows with the agents, acquisition editors, and publishers as we discuss Small 
Press publishing and meet their published authors! 

Note: Must be registered to attend 

This year’s list of Agents, Editors, and Publishers are posted on our website. 

Event sponsor: Women’s National Book Association – San Francisco 

WNBA-SF is part of a national network promoting the value of books and reading since 1917. Annual 

Membership is $45. 501(c) (3). 4061 East Castro Valley Blvd., Castro Valley, CA 94552 

 


